Significant clinical and radiological resolution of a spinal cord syrinx following the release of a tethered cord in a patient with an anatomically normal conus medullaris. Case report.
The authors describe a case of progressive neurological deficit caused by syringomyelia in a 7-year-old boy with a normally positioned conus medullaris. This deficit responded favorably to surgical untethering of the filum terminale, with subsequent clinical and radiological improvement. The authors discuss the implications of their findings in the context of the current understanding of the pathophysiology of tethered cord syndrome, particularly in relation to the ongoing debate in the neurosurgical literature.